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August  18,  2021

Dear  Parents  and Guardians ,  

*Please  note ,  this  let ter  was encouraged to  be  sent  to  a l l  parents  by the  DOE*

 As the  school  year  begins  th is  fa l l ,  s tudents  in  New Jersey wi l l  be  fu l ly  re turning to  in-
person learning.  To ensure  that  your  chi ld  and a l l  New Jersey s tudents  are  protected  agains t  
COVID-19 once  schools  open,  here  are  a  few s teps  you and your  family  can take  in  the  
weeks  ahead.

Get your chi ld  vaccinated:  Everyone 12 years-old  and up is  e l ig ible  for  COVID-19 
vaccinat ions .  The FDA-author ized COVID-19 vaccines  are  safe  and highly  ef fec t ive  a t  
prevent ing severe  i l lness ,  hospi ta l iza t ion,  and death  due to  COVID-19 and remain  the  
leading way to  protect  your  chi ld ,  your  family ,  and your  communi ty .  The Centers  for  Disease  
Control  and Prevent ion (CDC) recommends that  a l l  e l ig ib le  s tudents  be  vaccinated as  soon as  
poss ib le .
Vaccinat ions  for  12 through 17-year-olds  require  2  doses ,  so  for  the  bes t  poss ib le  protect ion 
agains t  COVID-19 and the  h ighly  t ransmiss ib le  Del ta  var iant ,  s tudents  should  be  scheduled 
for  the i r  f i rs t  dose  as  ear ly  as  poss ib le .  

Get yoursel f  and other household members  vaccinated:  Students  are  bes t  protec ted  when 
those  around them are  a lso  protected  –  especia l ly  i f  they are  under  the  age  of  12 and cannot  
be  vaccinated themselves .  To protect  yourse l f  and your  chi ld  ahead of  the  f i rs t  day of  
school ,  p lease  get  vaccinated as  soon as  poss ib le  and encourage others  in  your  household  and 
communi ty  to  get  vaccinated as  wel l .  

Vaccines  are  free  for  a l l ,  immigrat ion status  wi l l  not  be  asked,  and health insurance is  
not  required.

Have those  who are  not  vaccinated get  tested for  COVID-19:  I f  your  chi ld  cannot  be  
vaccinated (<12 years  o ld)  or  i s  not  vaccinated,  we encourage you to  have them tes ted for  
COVID-19 before  the  s tar t  of  school .  This  wi l l  reduce the  r i sk  of  COVID-19 enter ing schools  
and disrupt ing s tudents’  learning and,  i f  done ear ly  enough,  may a l low for  any per iod of  
i so la t ion to  be  completed  pr ior  to  the  f i rs t  day of  school  ( i f  needed af ter  a  pos i t ive  
COVID-19 tes t  resul t ) .

Be sure to  mask up:  When s tudents ,  teachers ,  s taf f ,  and famil ies  correct ly  and consis tent ly  
wear  masks  they protect  themselves  and others .  This  i s  especia l ly  impor tant  as  of  la te ,  g iven 
the  more  t ransmiss ib le  Del ta  var iant .  Al l  s tudents ,  s taf f ,  and vis i tors  in  K–12 schools  wi l l  be  
required  to  wear  masks ,  regardless  of  vaccinat ion s ta tus ,  for  the  beginning of  the  2021-2022 
school  year .

Thank you for  your  help  in  suppor t ing a  safe  re turn  to  school  for  our  s tudents  in  the  fa l l !

To f ind a  COVID-19 vaccinat ion c l inic  near you:  
• Vis i t  the  NJ COVID-19 Vaccine  Appointment  Finder
• Cal l  the  NJ Vaccine  Cal l  Center  a t  855-568-0545
• Vis i t  the  vaccine  sect ion of  NJ COVID-19 Informat ion Hub

To f ind a  free  COVID-19 test ing s i te  near you:
• Vis i t  COVID-19 Test  Si te  Finder  on NJ COVID-19 Informat ion Hub
• Vis i t  Cast l ight  COVID-19 Test  Si te  Finder

For  addi t ional  informat ion please  vis i t  the  NJ COVID-19 Informat ion Hub (covid19.nj .gov)  
or  ca l l  211 or  1-800-962-1253 wi th  COVID-19 quest ions  (avai lable  24 hours  /  7  days  a  
week) .

https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/finder
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/vaccine
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/vaccine
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/testing#test-sites
https://my.castlighthealth.com/corona-virus-testing-sites/
https://covid19.nj.gov/index.html



